THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


The Lord's Appointment. 

I say It over and over, and yet again to-day, 
It rests my heart as surety as it did yesterday ; 
"It U the Lord's apiiointineiit ;" 

Whatever my work may be, 
I am sure in injr lit-ari of hearts, , 

1 le ha» offered it for me. 

I must say it over aud over, and yet again lo.day, 
For my work is somewhat different from yesterday ; 
'■It is t lie I .urit's appointment ;" 

It <iuiets my restless will 
Like voice of tender mother. 
And my heart and mind are still. 

1 will say it over aud over, this, and every day, 
Whatsoever the master orders, come what may, 
"It Is the Lord's appointment r" 

For only his love can see 

What Is wisest, best and right, 

What la truly good for me. 

— Selected. 


Seeking the Khurrinm. Xo. it. 

BY a. it. PUltHV. 

"Seek ye first the kingdom of God and its righteousness. —Matt. 
6:21. 

"When the Savior came to John to be baptized 
of him, he declined to administer, acknowledging 
his unworthinesB and Christ's perfection, and hence 
hie need to be baptized ofthe Savior. The answer 
was, "It becoroeth us to fulfill all righteousness," 
So the Savior classes that act with the righteous- 
ness of God and his kingdom ; yet man; are bap- 
tized and tHeir hearts are not in the kingdom. It 
is a dead letter to them, because they have not put 
on Christ. But if you are buried with Christ by 
baptism into death and walk in newness of lite, 
then you have put on Christ and are no more un- 
der condemnation, but you have passed from death 
into life. This fulfills in you the law of righteous- 
ness, and you walk after the Spirit, instead of after 
the flesh. "To bo carnally minded is death, but 
to be spiritually minded is life over-lasting." "The 
fruits of the Spirit are love, joy, peace, iong-sufter- 
ing, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temper- 
ance ; against such there is no law" — because it ib 
walking in the Spirit. The fruit of the Spirit may 
be beautifully comprehended in the one word — 
lkv n. "Joy is love exalted ; ]«ace is love in re- 
pose ; long-su Bering is love enduring; gentleness 
is love in society ; goodness is love in action ; faith 
is love in conflict : meekness is love in school, and 
temperance is love in training. It this Spirit then 
it in you, you are neither "barren nor unfruitful," 
hut you abound in the righteousness of God, and 
become heirs of Him in his kingdom and joint 
heirs with Christ, "If so be that we suffer with 
him, that we may be glorified together." In seek- 
ing the kingdom of Cod then, do not seek empty 
formB. There are too .many who live on empty 
forma, and experience no realities in the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, because a form of godliness 
is without any power. If the kingdom of God is 
set up in your hearts, the Gospel will become a 
Are in you, burn up the desires after sin — the work 
of the flesh, — aud refine you in the cultivation of 
the fruits of the Spirit. "What a glorious and beau- 
tiful life is a Christian lite, — unspotted from the 
world,- — a saint on earth, and a glorious prospect 
of an inheritance in Lhe kingdom . which is incor- 
ruptible, nude tiled and that fadelh not away." And 
again, we have that blessed consolation that the 
Spirit will help our infirmities, so that the suffer- 
ings of this present ti me arc not worthy to be com- 
pared with the glory that shall be revealed in us. 
We then realize "that all things work together for 
food to them that love God." 

Let others teak a home below, 
Where flames destroy, and waves o'erflnw. 

Be mine the happier lot to own 
A heavenly mansion near the throne." 


ths good and great, to do them honor and gain their 
esteem, how much more should we show this King 
whose possessions are all the earth and heaven and 
glory. He has promised he would make us heirs 
with himself. No one else will do that. Then 
cling t u His every cojnmand, heed bis every ordi- 
nance, take His every advice, that where he is we 
may come also, and when the day of reckoning 
shall come, that we may bear the good wordB, 
"Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I will 
make thee t uler over many things, enter into the 
joy of thy Lord." Happy will the faithful servant 
be. Think, dear reader, of the way which Jesus so 
kindly made tor you." — LaTaz, Ind. 


Trusted with the Key. 

Not every one can be trusted with keys ; and it 
is a mark of friendly confidence to deliver a key to 
one who has no right to demand it. 

"A man was expecting to reach a certain city 
after midnight. He wished to And shelter and 
sleep in the home of a friend who resided near the 
depot. So he wrote his friend that upon a certain 
night, and about a given hour he would oall at his 
home for admission. The friend answered at once 
renewing the welcome so often extended before, 
and in the letter he enclosed a key to the night- 
latch of the door, and told him to come, use the 
key, eomo in and find a place of rest, and be inde- 
pendent and at home, as probably they would all 
be asleep. It was used as offered, and the travel- 
er found his place of rest fn all assurance and com- 
fort. 

So does the Lord Jesus give to every man who 
is his true friend a night key. He can use it in the 
midnight hour or in the morning and find rest. 
Jesus thus shows his love, his confidence, his fel- 
lowship, by giving to his friends the key of love 
and trust and prayer." 

He makes us welcome to come at any hour of 
day or night, and He who never slumbercth nor 
sleepeth waits to recei ve and welcome us. 

Blessed arc they whom Jesus trusts with the 
key to his mansion and his treasury, and to whom 
he gives himself and all his wealth ■ of blessing. 
To them it is said, "All things are yours, and ye 
are Christ's, and Christ is God'B."— Tub Safb- 
(it akii. 


The liood Way. 

BT MBS. & C. UOHTETLBR. 

I wish all might know that God made heaven 
and earth, and by his wisdom he made all that ia 
good and beautiful that we enjoy and the meant 
by which we enjoy them, and all he auks is, that 
we love him more than anything else. He aent 
His Son from bis borne in heaven to this earth, 
knowing that he would suffer poverty and hunger, 
and he cursed and murdered. And why did He 
suffer it ? For love's Bake. He Buffered all for (un- 
love in return and that Ho might open a way of 
reacue for a sinful world. It is natural to love 


What a Loving Act DM. 

"Touched by a loving heart, wakened by kindness, 
< hords that were broken will vibrate once more." 

A Christian lady, distinguished for her labors, 
writes to a gentleman at Newcastle : "I wish God 
would bestow on many ladies the heart and cour- 
age to try the experiment of rescuing the fallen. 
Once when my heart was broken to pieces under 
the sense of my own sins, I went out into the 
streets in despair, wishing that I might by chance 
meet a leper, as St. Francis did, and in embracing 
the leper rind him transfigured into the Lord him- 
self. A miserable prostitute crossed iny path, aud 
said, "My poor one, I love you ; I am as unhappy 
as you cau be." I kissed her on both cheeks ten- 
derly, and she stared in wonder. 

"I had to take a cab to get home — two miles — 
and wben I alighted at my door, I found that this 
girl had run after me the whole way ; she was 
panting, and footsore, and pale, and stood, fright - 
ened-looking, bv our gate. Wben I alighted she 
seized hold of me and said, "I have lost no time ; 
I thought I had better eome at once and ask you 
to put me in a home, and let me repent." I did so. 
It was just the loving act that did it. I often 
grieve that I am so busy now that I cannot go out 
and gather these outcasts." — Ciiwstiax Leader. 


By so much as the gospel method is removed 
from the probabilities which natural reason would 
affirm, it is unlikely that natural reason conceived 
it. — Dr. J. l'arker. 

The Moralist says 'Every man is occasionally 
what he aught to be perpetually." Then again 
some men are perpetually what they ought to be 
only occasionally. 

It is a happy thing tor us that this is all we Itave 
to concern ourselves about — what to do next. No 
man can do the second thing. He cau do the 
first — David Elginbrod. . ' 


The Duty of Man. 

BY SUSAN SIDLE. 

"Pear God and keef) hia commandments Is the whole duty of 
num. "— Ecclw. IV : 18. 

For God shall bring every work into judgment 
with every secret thing whether it be good or 
whether it be evil, for surely we know that it shall 
be well with them that fear God and keep his com- 
mandments ; but it shall not be well with the wick- 
ed, neither shall he prolong his days which are as 
a shadow because he feareth not before God. And 
we find in holy writ that disobedience to the com- 
mandments that the Lord has given, has been 
punished with severity through all generations, 
ever since our first parents violated the first com- 
mandment. In the Oth chapter of Genesis we read 
of the destruction of Sodom and Gomorab. The in- 
habitants of Sodom and Gomorab had become 
very wicked, as will be seen in the 16th verse, and 
the angel that was sent to give them warning said 
unto Lot, "Arise, take thy wiie and thy two 
daughters, which are here, lest thou be consumed 
in the iniquity oi the city." Lot being a just man. 
and God being merciful, he did not wish to con- 
sume him with those wicked opposers of religion, 
hence the command, "Escape for thy life." The 
17th verse contains four commands : escape for thy 
life, look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all 
the plaips, 'escape to the mountains. Were all 
these commands strictly obeyed ? They were not. 
The second one was violated : Lot's wife looked 
behind her, and for her disobedience became a pil- 
lar of salt to stand as a monument of the wrath of 
God against her tor breaking his command. Christ 
said, "He that breaketh the least of these my com- 
mandments is guilty of the whole law," and calls 
our attention to the case or condition of Lot's wife 
in the 17th chapter of Luke and the 32rd verse in 
the following words, "Kemember Lot's wife," 
The Lord wishes to remind his people that she 
lost her life by disobeying God's command. Moses 
and Aaron neither of them was permitted to enter 
into the promised land. For the disobedience of 
what we would think waB small command Moses 
was debarred from entering the promised land. 
Isaiah speaks in the 48th chapter, "Thus sayeth 
the Lord the Holy One of Israel, O that thou hadst 
hearkened to my commandments, and obeyed them 
then had thy peace been ;is a river and thy right- 
eousness as the waves of the sea." The Savior 
says in bis sermon on the mount — the best sermon 
that was ever preached, — "Whosoever therefore 
shall break one of the least of my commandments, 
and shall teach men so, shall be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven ; but whosoever shall do and 
teach them, shall be called great in the kingdom of 
heaven." The Savior says also, "If ye love me, ye 
will keep my commandments, for my commands 
are not grievous." And we are commanded to re- 
member the Sabbath day to keep it holy. Thie- 
command is very much neglected nowadays, but 
the Lord inteuded that we should obey it. We 
should have a desire to follow Christ iu all his ap- 
pointed ways. In his word he tells us what to do. 
He demands our obedience in all things, and shows 
us the consequences of disobedience, and says, 
"Follow me." That is, imitate his holy example. 
Hear his words, "He that rejectoth me, the word 
that T have spoken shall judge him at the last day." 
"Fear God and keep his commandments, it is the 
whole duty of man" — not only those that suit us 
best and leave the remainder undone ; and let us 
cleave to that rock that ia higher than we are, tor 
we know that the world is to the Christian a sea 
of trouble and temptation, from which they daily 
pray God to deliver them. God knows what it is 
proper for him to do, and -for us to suffer. We 
know neither. This conviction is an anchor to the 
afflicted soul, both sure and steadfast. Then let 
us obey all the commandments that are given us 
by Christ and the holy Apostles, that we be not 
resisted ot God in a coming day ; then it will be 
welt with us as Tsaiah spake to the Israelites, "O 
that thou hadst been obedient and kept my com- 
mandments, then would thy peace flow as a river 
and thy righteousness as the waves of the sea," 
"What If our bark o'er lift's rough ways 

By advene winds be driven, 
We'll find at laat a sweet relief 

And calmly net in heaven," ^ 


M 


